AlIS REGION 23
NEWSLETTER

FALL 18984






REGION 23 OFFICERS

Howard Shockey

DENT :
REGIONAL VICE PRESI 4611 Rio Grande Ln., N,

505: 345-0119

Susan Latimer
291 Sandia Roed, N,u,
Albugquerque, N.M. 87107

ASSISTANT RUP:
505: 345-7592

Irene Shockey
4611 Rio Grande Ln., Ny,
Albuguerque, N,M. i

SECRETARY:
505: 345-0119

George Nickel
9837 Mary Ellen Pl., N.E.
Albuguerque, N.M. 87111

TREASURER:
505: 299-0687

Howard Shockey
46ll Rio Grande Ln., N.u.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87107

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
505: 345-0119

Jim Mehoney
704 Jefferson, N.E,
Albuquerque, N.M,

JUDGES TRAINING CHAIRMAN
IMMEDIATE PAST RVP
505: 256-9454 87110

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN Pending

Advertising Rates Per Issue:

1/4 PagRececa-....% 8,00
1/2 PagB...cae....814.00
3/4 PegB...v......$19.00
Full Page.........$23.00

Please contact editorial staff for complete details.

Reprint of any portion of this Newsletter is granted, provided source

and suthor are recognized.

Albuquerque, N.M, 87107

87107

Mgy

RUP ME55AGE

Mothar nature certeinly didn't treat our state very well this
past spring. Most areas were wracked by strong winds, snow, late
freezing, or hall just days before our various shows. But the
irises came through, and we were able to stage successful shows
in spite of the weather. Let's hope for better in 1985!

Those of you who did not attend our Region 23 Convention in =~
August missed a real trest--good fellowship, good food, good Mg b

programs, and an excellent judges training school conducted by ‘]i. -1
AIS President, Ron Mullin. Unquestionally, his presentation was T
the best I've ever attended during my 27 years of AIS member -
He covered a multitude of points pertinent to both confirmed -
judges and prospective judges. Even if you have no aspiratic

of becoming & judge, I highly encourage your attendance of Y
judges training schools. They are very educational and wi
serve to enhance your appreciation of the different type
irises. VYou can also learn what considerations are given to
specimens on the show table, which may be helpful in beati i
wpld so-and-so" out of that blue ribbon and other awards

spring's judges tralning school will be presented in coope
with the Mesilla valley Iris Society. It will be a th;wﬂ@:y
credit school, and will cover garden judging of Siberj

and Louisiana types of irises, Details will be announced
spring newsletter.

The AIS Convention in Seattle was well attended by Re

members. A total of fourteen normally dry New Mexical
temporarily transplanted to the wet Pacific Northwes
marveled at the lush greenery, but I think almost eve
glad to get back to the high and dry. Some members
visit Schreiners' garden plus hybridizers' gardens i
land and Vancouver areas, which was a speciel treat.

If it ever quits raining, don't forget to complete
cleanup end spray programs, for old plant residues
support propagation of both insects and fungi. Win
tations of either will certainly affect next yea

I em sorry for the lateness of this newsletter,
I found {t necessary to allow 8 neurosurgeon p
to correct two hernisted discs in my back. Thi
very well, and es I write this message, I rems

for a couple more weeks, anyway.

I would like to remind everyone that all newslet
RVP operating coste are funded 100% by volunt
from the various Affiliates. We must keep

insure continued functioning as a Reglon. S
item on the agenda at your next meeting,
appreciate any contribution, whether it be
Make checks payable to: "Region Na. 23--A

Here's withing you and yours a mast Happ:



1986 SHOW WINNERS

£lbugueTque aril society----263 Hert. Entries
gilver Meaal
gronze Medal
gest Specimen
gxhibited by
gest Seedling

Howard Shockey=--26 Blygg
Irene Shockey--23 B)ygg
Maceconia

Susan Latimar

Howard Shockey # 78-3-4p (OH)

Albuqueraue Iris Guila----zas Hort. tntries

silver Medal
gronze Megoal
gest Specimen
gxhibited by
gest Seedling

Irens Shockey=-32 Blues
Howard Shockey--14 Blygg
taced Caotton

Susan Latimer

Howard Shockey # B0-223.g (18)

youth Section

Silver Medal
8ronie Medal

relly Doonan--13 Blues
Kurt Latimer--11 Blues

Les County Iris Socisty----231 Kort. Entries

David Ray Hooten--14 Blyes

silver Medal
Mrs. Montez Bertrem--12 Blugg

gronze Medal

Best Specimen Melody In G
Exhibited by Bill Brown

gest Arrangement Mrs. Jackie willisms

artistic Sweepstakes Mrs, Montez Bertram

Mesilla valley Iris Society----153 Hort. Entries

Margaret Dean--13 Blues

pDonna Hollend--10 Blues

Discretion

Margaret Dean

Lin Flanigan # 7202L-2 (AB)
by Gus Seligmann

Silver Medal
gronze Medal
Best Specimen
gxhibited by
Best Seedling

gronze Medal

(Educational Exhibit) Luella Danielson
gest Arrangement Joyce Cozart
Artistic Sweepstakes Joyce Cozart

New Mexico Iris Society----362 Hort. Entries

Silver Medsl gonnie Lowenstein--15 Blues
8ronze Medal valerie white--10 Blues
Best Speciman Rancho Rose

Exhibited by Rosie Black
Best Seedling Max Booth # M1 (TB)
Best Arrangement Jeanne Dabney
Artistic Sueepstakes June Ballog

Roswell Iris Soclety----93 Hort. Entries

Silver Medal Leslie #ilgore--9 8lues
Bronze Medal Juneg Mims--4 Blues
Best Specimen New Mocn
Exhibited by Leslie wilgore
Best Arrangement Dorathy Cook
Artistic Sweepstakes Fran Merrill

Santa Fe Iris Society--70 Hort. Entries

Silver Medal

Braonze Medal

Best Specimen
Exhibited by

Best Seedling

Beat Arrangement

Artistic Sweepstakes

Betty GConzales--11 EBlues
Larry Anaya--4 Elues
Crystal Bay

Setty GConzzles

Larry Anaya # BZ-5u (TE)
Sylvia Chavez

Sylvia Chavez

NSRS ANEC I3RS II ISR SO SIS CSIERASIITIISIIITISISITSITZZIIS

PERTINENT SHOwW INFO

All Show Chairmen, Chairmen of Judges, Judges, Apgprentice Jucgss,
and exhibitors should cerefully read the article titlegd "Tne

Judge, The Apprentice, and The Show® on pp. 60 anc &l of
Octoher AIS Bulletin, This article clearly spells out
procedures and policies for 8 number aof things which naw
problematical at some shows in tha past. At the Ssattle C:o
vention this paest spring, it was aleg emphasized trhat all si--

-~
o

gle specimen section winners (except bulbous) =re eligicle ta

recelve the "Best Specimen of Show" ("Cueen af SNow®) Bwarc--
this includes the Youth Section winner.

AR R AR R AR S R R e R T T L T Ty

Bill Coursey, President of the Albuguergue Iris Guila, re-or t
that our 1984 regional convention was a financial s-:iﬂsa
per Reglon 23 By-Laws, one-half of the nat graofit ;31:5 22
be contributed very sgon ta the Regional Convention fun
requested that I convey his personal thanks to all whna .
cipated in tha convention.

e
L}
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NICE GOING, JUDGES!!

100% of Region 23 Garden Judges cast their A1S Hall

ate tnis year
One of our Master Judges felled to vote, which recoce- ,_as_’f:"
ell peecentage of Judges vating to 37%. KNevertreless ts Low
the highest of all AIS Reglons! Region 23 vates -er~;;-::_:“= %
reprasentes L%

of the totel ballats, sc our votes do count



The following was written by Maxine Perkins for presentation at
our Reglonal Convention in August. It should be of interest to
those who were unable to sttend.

BEARDLESS IRIS IN LAS CRUCES

The title sounds rather impressive; however, I am a long way from
being an expert, but am glad to share my experiences with you, 1
have only been growing the Spurlias about 10 years and the Siberiang
and Loulsianas only about 5 or & years. I have 47 Spurias now ang
have grown 56 varieties. Late summer rains and hot weather took

a dbig toll on my newsr clumps last year. I have 9 Siberians noy
and have never lost any of them, [ have & Loulslanas and at the
rate they grow, I would have to move out if I had many more. |
started out with 2 Pecificas and one never came out, the other ogne
lived for 3 yesrs near the water hydrant end with the help of my
neighbor's apricot tree, but the tree died and it was just tao

hot and dry for the Pacifica.

1 was relieved when the AIS Bulletin came, since I knew it would
be devoted to the Spuris Iris. I was afraid you would read all
you ever wanted to know sbout them and go to sleep on me, but
there's really no infarmation on growing them in Las Cruces, so
you're stuck with this program.

In the bulletin Elesnor McCown geve a brief history, which you
can read at your leisure, if you haven't already. Ben Hager
wrote about Mustsrd Seed Fungus, which you cen control, and men-
tioned virus which you can't control. Floyd Wickenkamp listed a
baker's dazen of the most populsr spurias and several aothers
wrote of their experiences which all point to how easy it is ta
grow Spurias.

I think there are two main ressons why more irisians don't grow
them. First there are 8 lot of people who just haven't been in-
troduced to Spurias, and second they procrastinate easch year, and
by the end of the summer or about this time everyone is tired of
yard work and the thought of getting a spot ready at the back of
8 flower bed for something they will plant in late Sept. or Oct.
{s just too much for them and they put it off another yesr.

In my opinion the only way to cure this is to order some of the
beardless iris early in the spring, while you sre full of high
expectations and in awe of the beasuty of the Spurie lasting into
June when all the bearded iris are gone, or right after you have
seen the beauty of a clump of Siberians, gracefully waving in the
breeze. (Of course you may ses them whipping about here in N.M.)
The Louisiana is lovely, but blooms with the TB's and it's rather
pushy--sends long rhizomes out and takes over if you give it a
chance. For myself I prefer the Siberians and Spurias, but have
no trouble growing the Louisianas even in the regular bed.

If you have spent some of your hard-earned cash on flowers that
will be dellvered in the early fall, then you are going to prepare

e

places for them when you dig your bearded iris and it will be
simple and a pleasure to plant them the seme day the UFS delivers
them to your door.

for the Spurias I leave & nice clear spot at the back of the bed
and work some humus into the soil and & commercial fertilizer with
the middle number at leesst twice as high as the first. uwhen

thay arrive I plant them as soon e8s possible and keep them damp
for 6 or B8 weeks, by then you should have nice growth showing, and
in Cruces we water at least once or twice a month during the win-
ter. In the spring, when they are growing rapidly they need lots
of water, but after they finish blooming they need the hot dry
summer months., Most people add humus and they are heavy feeders,
but they will grow without this care--they just reward you for

any extras you give them. I fertilize them in Feb or March and
again in late summer, or when I plant them. I have finelly fig-
ured out why I have lost some aof them. e have had heavy rains,
or some rain for several days at a time during late Aug. and Sept.,
then the heat climbs and this combinastion destroys the new grow-
ing points, this spplies to the summer dormant mostly, but it also
affects the summer green types. If you have a large established
clump you probably won't notice, but small new ones or one or two
year clumps can be completely destroyed.

Spuries are really very easy to care for end best of all they
don't like to be moved, so you can leave them slone for years.
However, after about 7 years you better start thinking about get-
ting a tractor to dig them out. VYour clump will be about L4 feet
across and those little wire like roots have to bse cut, sawed,

or chopped inta. I find myself procrastinating about digging
them and right now I have 6 clumps that are at least 3 feet across.
when you do dig them, keep them damp, or replant as socon as pos-
sible. They will not live like @ TB. Once they dry out {it's

all over., The growers send them in moist wood chips or moss

and you should plant them as soon as you can--gne reason to have
the place ready and waiting. I have waited a day or so, but I
kept them moist and cool. Spuriss nead full sun and good drain-
age. Most of them have a8 late summer dormant period and their
foliage dies back. VYou can cut it back to the ground for garden
neatness anytime after Aug. lst without harming the plant growth.

Aphids are a problem sometimes if you aren't careful. 1 use
systemic insecticides such as disyston in beds that have nothing
edible in or near them, This year ]I have just used e spray, and
somatimes I use 8 liquid fertilizer with the insecticide. 1
irrigste through July and then wait until the growth starts in

the fall before wetering, but I can't control those Aug. and Sept.
rains that we have had for the last 3 years.

Virus is the most worrisome of the spuria disesses., Evidence of
infection is striping in the foliage, derk flecking or wetermarks
(teerdrops) in the flowers and distortion of petals. It veries
from heavy to light or uncbservable. It isn't fatal, but just
disfigures--there's no known cure and the hybridizers ere working
on breseding resistance into them,

-5-



tnough of Spurias--let's talk about Siberiens. They kinda groy
on you and especially after you sae them in all their glory in
8oston anu they were beautiful in Seattle too.

1 bad reed about ecid loving iris and acld beds in some of the
grower catelogues for two or three yeers, and so ] telked Ferk
into building me an ecid bed. We started out small with a 6 plant
order (2 Siberiens, 2 Pacificas, and 2 Loulslenas). UWe dug down
about 18 inches, took out all the dirt, and as the summer yent

by we filled it up with peat moss, grass clippings, rotten apples,
some sulphur and very little dirt and sand. It was in excellent
condition {n the fall when the order ceme. All the plants except
one Facifica came up and bloomed the next year. Since then yg
have doubled the hed and deepened the new additlon. It {s linag
on each side with fiber-glass corrugated roofing material ang hag
a concrete edging on both ends. 1 add acid fertilizer such as
you use on hydrangeas, and peat moss or Forest Magic soil builder
{n the spring and st bloom time. I water it often, but don't
keep it moist, unless I have new plants that aren't establisheq.

There are many more articles about Siberians than there are about
Spurias, so you can probably find anything you want to know about
them., The main thing to remember is that you cen grow them i{n
New Mexico. According to the world of Iris Siberians will grow
in a pH renge from 5 to 8, but do best in the moderately acid to
neutral range of 5.5 to 6.9. The soil in the Les Cruces area is
in the 7 range for the most pert, but Henry and Lu Danielson have
Siberisns growing in their desert area without any acid bed prep-
aration. I have seen them in one other yard in & requlear bed, so
I'm going to try & couple out in my yard, but I'll work in some
peat moss and etc before I plant them,

As for the Louisienas, 1 have already moved them out of the acld
bed into both a prepared spot with extra peat snd etc. and into

e regular bed with no preparation. [ still have some in the acid
bed, but as | mentioned before they send such long rhizomes across
the bed that they take up the whole area. 0One importsnt tip abaout
planting the Siberians and Louisisnes is to be sure they don't
have any air space under them, The second time we enlarged the
bed, it didgn't have enough time to mellow and the plents didn't
get off to such 8 good start.

R R R R R R R R R S
LATE REFORT
S——

Former RVP Jim Mahoney has very recently undergone yet another
operation--the third in three years. Doctors have removed the
upper lobe of his right lung. Prognosis is good, snd he is at
home now. We sll wish you e speedy snd complete recovery, Jim.

R e e e e e S R L A R

1985 SYMPOSIuM

62 Aegion 23 members cast votes for a tgotal cf 383 ciffersnt
varieties (303 listedg and &0 write-in). Trcse voting representsd
only about 35% cof our total membership--nc: e rec not showing,
Listed belcw are the 55 irises receiving t~e =cst votes.

It is interesting to note that five of the top ten varleties have
wan the Dykes Mecal, ancg three others are possible future wirners.,
Of the top fourteen varieties, eight have won the Dykes, anc four
others are possible future winners, This scems to infer that

our evaluations are definitely in lire, ara trat overall, New
Mexico is a pretty good testing area for {rises!

Rank \Votes Variety Rank  yotes Variety
1 30 Beverly S5ills 13 12 Autumn Leaves
New Moon Catelyst
2 27 Stepping Cut Cup Race
3 23 Laced Cotton Superstition
4 22 Mystigue 1s 11 Camelcot Rose
Song Of Norway Dusky Dancer
5 21 Going My Way f lamenco
6 20 Mary Frances Pacific Mist
7 18 Cranberry Ice Shipshape
Victoria Falls 1S 10 Ectress
8 17 Debby Raircon Sroadway
Persien Berry Copper Classic
9 16 Bride's Halo Golc Trimmings
Vanity Latin Lover
10 15 Buffy Pink Sleigh
Dream» Lover fping ot
Homecoming (Queen Spinning wheel
Mangdolin white Lightning
Ranchg Rose 16 S Caramda
11 14 Gay Farasocl Chartreuse Ruffles
Grand walt2 tastertime
Kilt Lilt Entourege
JQueen Of Hearts Exgtic Star
12 13 Babbling Broock Feminine Charm
Gypsy Belle Five Ster Apeiral
Joyce Terry Nevy Strut
Fink Taffeta Queen In Calico

Rufflec Ballet

PROGRAM CHAIRMEN

Don't forget that eech Affiliate Society is eligible to receive one
free set of RIS slices for showing 2t meetings. Orly cost to the
society is return postace end insurance. Subsegquent slice setls may
be rentec for $5.00 plus return postage eanc insurance. (atest oce-
tails are outlined in RIS Bulletin 251 (Octaodber 1981).

-
- -
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DON'T BE AN ORDINARY IRIS GROWER

If you want an unsurpasseble thrill in your gerdening activi-

ties, make 8 couple of tall bearded iris crosses, and watch the
seedlings open their maiden blossoms! There will not be flowars

exactly like these anywhere in the world, sand they will be your

wpabies". True, most or all may be inferior tn present day gar-

den varieties, but there is always a chance that a desirable re-
combination of the genes could produce a winner. 0One Dykes Medal ,
winner some years ago wes the result of a bee cross! Remember i\

Debby Rairdon? l

The procedures are not difficult, end a two foot wide sunny border
twenty feet long would be adequate space to grouw 60 seedlings

(30 sa. from two different crosses)., 0One need not research par-
entagss and study genetics as the serious hybridi,ers do--just
select your best irises in a compatable color class as parents,
and make the crosses both ways. Try three to four times as many
crosses as you wsnt pods--the surplus can always be discarded.
Iris colors don't mix es in paints--they are much more involved
than this, so be sure to select parents of near like colors.

. J ....... crest

IV SARO Miging

.. ......... anther
Moo stvle-branch

e
......

................
...........

fall cevvaennes A

weu heard

()V.Ify -----

wee Spathe

spathe

Figure 1 j

Figure one shows the various parts of en iris flower. The anther
from the pollen parent is plucked with tweezers and brushed an
the viscous stigma of the pod parent, and the cross is made.
(Figure 2) It may not take, but this {s all you can do for it--
mother nature does the rest. The pod parent flower should be a
freshly opened one, but the pollen parent anther should not be
Plucked until the flower has been open for about one-helf day--
usually the pollen has dried by then, and the cells won't be

Figure 2

crushed when brushed onto the stigma. Place a tag below the ovary
listing the parentage which is indicated as "pod parent x pollen
parent". It is wise to write this in your notes elso, as our New
Mexico breezes can saometimes remove the tag.

In about 9 to 10 weeks the pod will begin to shrivel and turn
pale, end then will start browning. When the pod begins to split
(Figure 3) pick it and spread the seed to dry for about a week,
place in an envelope (with parentages indicated) and forget about
them unti{l planting time.

Planting is best done in late October or very early November--if
planted earlier, some seed may germinate before hard cold weather




The 1984 fell issue of Reglon 14 Newsletter devoted ten pages

#n2 the seeslings could be lost over the winter. Flenting may to alring an ongolng controversy regarding hardinese, vigor,

be in m small flat about & inches ceep with good drainage at thg and performance of many modern Irises, in pearticular those orig-
hottom, @ scitadle scil =ix 1s 1/3 sharp sang, 1/3 sphegnum mogs, ineting in California. The subject matter as expressed by

enc 1/3 gosa garsen soll. A cuwp of gypsum per gellon of soll mix several different authors was most interesting and provocative.
ts tereficiel. Plent the seec 1" Ceep 8nd 1Y epart In rows about I believe the article reprinted below most accurately explains
-3 rt o toentify esch row of seed plarted. water the dilemma.

well B s where exposec to bAth the weather ang sun, ) --td
are i uSt never Iry COut ®ore than 1/2° geep., A -_—

1tg ich through the winter will decrease re-

Qul Semove the mulch about March 1, exposing the

fles: to the warming sun, It is esgecially important at this time }
tc keec tne flat mecium sprinklec to maintain e demp condition st

seed ceplih. '-c seed will uscally begin germinating the last of
cepenging on temperatures, weather, and the

sarch or early 2prii,
ariten . Do mot fertilize until after the seed Editors always like to have the last word. Lewis, who spent
::.;-;:-:.-ez.fe:v"‘a' '---f"e engosperm will provide aufif’fg:::\tlo a large part of his lifetime working on genetic ax‘:d patho-

v Loce 5 - logical problems of plants for Del Monte Corporation, thinks

nutrierts for some time. Stert with very lignt applications of

liguic¢ fertilizer of mocerate nitrogen, high phosphorus, and mog-
grate potash content With trace sinerals. UWhen the seedlings are
3 to & inches tell, transplant to the more permanent location,
rangling the seme 28 any beadaing plants, FPlace the seedlings at
tne same soll depth about 8" apart in rows 12" apart. uater in A SCIENTIFIC LOOK AT THE PROBLEM
w2ll with horemone soded, Unlike mature irls plants, these ssed-
lings will continue to grow throughout the summer; however, don't
keep them too wet or fertilize tco heavily.

that there 1s a scientific explanation for almost everything.
Finding the correct scientific explanation, however, can
sometimes, in itself, be controversial.

\

Lewis Lawyer

From the foregoing articles it is apparent that many irisarians are

The following sgring most of these seedlings will make their maid- running into a problem of reduced vigor in their plantings, not only

en tloom, and you will be in for an experience that cdefles des- in the eastern states, but in California as well. This problem can well
criptiont be two-fold. First, all the irisarians who can look back to the "good
o0ld days" when all their acquisitions grew vigorously, have obviously
Sc come on--gon't be just an ordinary iris grower--put s real planted a great number of iris plants on their property since that time
thrill into it} and, unless they have moved to new land several times, could be exper-
Ed fencing the well-documented "replant problem'". Secondly, the genetics
of inbreeding and line breeding which must be followed to achieve many
A MMM AAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAAAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARANAAAANArRAAAAAAAALAA of the new developments in flower color and form, axiomatically leads

to weaker growth of the plant.

In 1963 1 led a discussion of the “replant problem" during the Interna-
REGIDN 23 TREASURER'S REFORT--AUG. 1, 1984 tional Conference on Soil Borne Diseases at Berkeley. From the comments
that were heard during that discussion it was obvious that no matter
where you live you will eventually get into trouble if you try to grow

feglional Convention Fund (no change since 3/1/84).........% 457,75 the same crop in the same soil year after year. Speakers from Asia,
Australia, Europe, Hawaii, and North America all had the same story. It
RYFP Fund v is a universal phenomenon in most crops with the possible exception of
Balsnce Mar. 1, 1984 $ 977.72 some of the grains. It could sometimes be alleviated by long-time rota-
tion with other crops or by fumigation of the area with chemicals such
Oisbursements, 3/1/84 to 8/1/8B4: as methyl bromide, chloropicrin, and carbon bisulfide.
Newsletter znd AVP Expenses (221.30) '

Those of us who are growing iris in the same area year after year with-
out fumigatfon can expect to encounter problems of reduced vigor which
Balence Aug. 1, 1984 756,42 756.42 can't be blawed on the hybridizers, Furthermore, in all reality, we

can't blame most of the genetic problems on the hybridizers either.
Total All Funds--Aug. 1, 1984 $1,214.17
In genetics there is a phenomenem known as "heterosis" or "hybrid vigor"
) vhich occurs when two unlike plants (or animals) are crossed together.

Suwmitted By: George Nickel, Treasurer The last time I read extensively about heterosis the reason why it oc-

cured was unknown; but it was known that the more unlike the parents,
'..l..‘.O.l....l..l......'....l.l".l.l"........'.Q.".....l‘.... 11
- -
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t™he Digher the vigor would be in the offspring. Conversely, the Cdoser
the two parents are 'lehlil\. the weaber the U"f!f’t{n‘ would de.

The pioneer iris dreeders drought plants {n from the wild and (ntey-
crommed thee to get their first Introductions. This sutomatically led

te NMgh vigor. The ment generation of breeders intercrossed these
plants and even intvoduced tetrapiolds (o obtain new colors, 1.!‘0"
flowers, and digger plants. Dol even though the progress vas phenoe-
inal for (ts day, they were still doimg the easy things at that time,

things whilch did mot invelve many recessive genes. Now, most of the
easy dovelopments have been accomplished, and it hybridizers are to
sake additional progress they muat tackle the difficult goals and, if
they are really inmovative they will probably be skirting the edges of
the impossidble.

This kind of genetics requires generation sfler generatiom of inbreed-
ing, sid, and line crossing Hybridirers way have to use their own ma-
terial over and over im order to achieve the particular goal or refine-
ment toward which they are striving., Even though this leads surely to
reduced vigor, there is a0 other way to do it. Occasionally a breeder
can dring in some similar plant from ancther source, but this does not
necessarily imply that he will get more vigorous offspring. He may, in
fact, lose more of the characters for which he has been striving than
he gains in vigor.

The early “flamingo pinks™ are good examples of inbreeding leading to
veak plants. All the pinks were from the same or similar source, in
fact 1 would guess that there is still a little bit of Dave Hall's
finger tips inm wost, if mot all the pinks in existance today. For this
reason there was little advantage until recently of outcrossing to some-
one else's material in an attempt to increase the vigor of your own,

Ben Bager's VANITY has been cited as a modern pink with good vigor, and
it certainly lives uwp to that reputation im wy garden. VANITY came
from a cross between Glenn Corlew's (HERUB CHOIR and Nate Rudolph's
PINK TAFFETA. To get CHERUB (HOIR, Clenn crossed SIGNATURE, one of
his own pinks, to Shoop's ONE DESIRE. SIGNATURE is 75 percent Dave
Ball's material and 25 percent SNOW FLURRY. ONE DESIRE traces back to
some Hall introductions on one side, but the other side goes back to
some line breeding by Tell Muhlestein, which in turn goes back to lines
wost of which are unrelated to anything else in VANITY's ancestry.

The other half of VANITY, PINK TAFFETA, came from a cross of two of
Rudolph's seedlings. Ouve of these came from three generations of
Orville Fay's selections and ended with 6 percent Snow Flurry. The
other Rudolph seedling comes from some different material of Orville
Fay which, although it involves a couple of Dave Hall seedlings, can
be traced back to material which differs materially from that in the
ancestry of CHERUB CHOIR.

VANITY then is an example of a cross between two lines which, although
they were being worked toward a similar goal, had been kept separate
for many generations and had divergent ancestry. Only the genes for
color (pink) and for flower and stem characteristics were being manip-
ulated. All the rest of the genes came along for the ride, and since
they were given no selection pressure, became rardomly homozygous 86
each line progressed. But when two such lines are brought together as
in VANITY, the new pairing of these unmanipulated genes can be as di-
vergent as it vas 15 generations ago. It is then up to the hybridizer
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to select a plant which displays the vigor resulting from such palring.

The problem of frost tolerance (s another matter. Frowt tolerance In
most plants is genetically controlled, just as tt is in iris. The ques~
tion in the case of tris {s whether the genes which impart resfstance
to freezing also condition the plant to require a freezing winter to

set the blooms.

For the three years, 1977, 1978, and 1979, the lowest temperature in wy
garden was 34 degrees F. 1 had 221 convention guest irises from out of
state growing during these three years. One hundred and seven (4B.41)
fatled to bloom during the entire three-year period. TRULY YOURS in-
creased in wmy yard beautifully for 7 years without a single bloomstalk.
pespite these gloomy facts, there is also evidence that a few plants
which will bloom for me will also withstand the cold weather in the

east. Maybe, as we progress in our knowledge, we will be able to pro-
duce that universally adaptable {ris, bubble-ruffles and all!

....--oo-n-oo-..o.-tolooo-o-.o--o-.oo-ooo-oooou-o-.co-o--o.--o-oo--.o--o

Pauline Black

Mrs Rosie Black

Mr Pat Dunnahou
Dr/Mrs £ R Garratt
Sandy Good

Mr/Mrs Doug Goodnight
Juanita Gurule

Mrs Norma Hoaten

Jan Light

Priscilla Lockyear
Mrs Bernice Miller
Mrs Joe A Mims

Cindy H Myers

Ms Margaret Reidy
Fatrick M Seoillo
Betty Shawley

Mrs Feusta Waite
Mr/Mrs wayne Walters

WELCOME--NEW MEMBERS!

P O Box 635

5332 Kings Row, N E
P 0 Box 294

6805 Raasaf Circle
2810 Northwast Dr
1005 Gamblin Ln

1 General Sage Dr
2819 Northwest

2571 36th St

1305 Evelyn

695 Calle Del Sol
2607 Sherrill Ln
1510 Andrews

4701 Burton, S E
6337 Belcher, N E
915 Bamblin Ln

1048 Gov Dempsey Dr
Box 227

Hatch, N M 87937
Albuquerque, N M 87109
Dona Ana, N M 88032
Las Crucea, N M 88005
Hobbs, N M 88240
Hobba, N M 88240

Santa Fa, N M 87505
Hobbs, N M 88240

Los Alamas, N M 87544
Las Cruces, N M 88001
Bosque Farms, N M 87068
Roswsell, N M 88201

Las Cruces, N M 88001
Albuquerque, N M 87108
Albuquerque, N M 87109
Hobbe, N M 88240
Santa Fe, N M 87501
Eunice, N M 88231



FROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGLS

Fer action at our 1984 Raglon <3 Meeting, the following Proposeg
By-Laws changes are printed below as were introduced by Berbarg
figge. Raglon 23 members may offer amendments or substitutge pro-
posals in writing to the RVP prior to February 20, 1985 for pub-
lication in our 198% Spring Newsletter, Mail ballots will be pro-
vided at that time for raturn prior to our 1985 convention in Las
Cruces.

ARTICLE V. Nominating Committee

Affiliate Societies shall send names of cand-
idates (who have consented to serve if elected)
to the RVP. FEach Socliety shall name at least one
dbut no more than two candidates. Names of these
candidates shall be published in the Spring
Newsletter along with a ballot. The three candi-
dates who receive the greatest number of votes wil)
serve as the nominating committee, and the indiv-
idual receiving the greatest number will act as
Chairmman. This committee shall serve for three
years.,

ARTICLE VII. Election of Officers

A. The slate of officers shall be presented to
the membership on a written ballot before August
First. Provision will be made for write-in votes
for each office.

B. Election shall be by secret ballot, and
a plurality shall be necessary to elect.

C. Ballots shall be returned to the Chair-
man of the Nominating Committee for tally and,
if no question or contest exists in any office,
ballets shall be destroyed thirty days after the
election deadline.

D. Counting and tally of votes shall be done
with the Chairman of the Nominating Committee
present and three AIS members not on the Committee
performing the tally.

ARTICLE VIII. Amendments

A. Amendments may be proposed at any Regional
Convention by any member of AIS, and, with the
consent of members present, shall be presented to
the membership of the Region along with a written
ballot by the RVP at the earliest possible time.

B. OR by proposal' by any one of the Affiliate
Societies of the Region for presentation by the
RYP by the same method.

C. Ballots shall be returned to the Secretary
of the Region and, after tally, the Amendment
will be considered adopted if a plurality of the
votes cast so indicate.

REGION 23, AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
BUSINESS MEETING AUGUST 11, 1984
WINROCK INN, ALBUQUERGUE, N. MEX,

911l Coursey, President of the Albuguerque Iris Guild, welcomed
everyone to the 8% Annual Reglonal Convention, at 10 a.m, He
reminded everyone of the scheduled programs, and introduced
Floyd Stopsani, who would present the "Beardless Irises in Las
Cruses", program ingtead of Maxine Perkins, as she was unabhle to
attend.

The announcement was made that Ron Mullin, President of the
american Iris Soclety would arrive at 11:95 a.m. Ron would be
our after dinner speaker that evening, and would conduct the
Judges Tralning Session on Sunday, August 121,

g8ill then introduced Howard Shockey, R.V.P. of Region 23.

Howard welcomed our wisitors; Hooker Nichels, wWoodard, Ok., end
veughn Smith of Oklahoma City, Ok., from Region 22. Romona
Howard, Lubbock, Tx., Loulse Herrington, Lorenzo, Tx., and Lu
Danielson, £l Paso, TX., from Region 17. Howard then called
roll of the Reglion 23 affiliste societies - all seven affiliates
were represented.

Reglonal Secretary, Irene Shockey, read the minutes of the Reg-
fanal Meeting held in Santa Fe on October 1, 1983, The minutes
were spproved as read,

Regional Treasurer, George Nickel, gave the Treasurer's Report,
which wes spproved as read. Grand total of Reglon 23 Funds as
of August 11, 1984 was $1,214,17,

Howard introduced our former R.V.P's; Bonnie Lowenstein, Gladys
0'Kelly, Bob Steele, Patty Clauser and Jim Mahaney.

Since there wes no other old Business, The Chalir asked if there
was any New Business,

Barbare fFigge opened a disscusion of revising Region 23 By-lLaws,

Articles v, V1l and V1ll. Stating that Article V1ll - Amendments
was difficult ta understend and needed to be clarified, she then

passed out coples of her "Proposed Constitutional Amendments.”

After disscusion from the floor, concerning changing the By-Law's
and how to inform sll members of Reglion 23, The Chair asked for
a motion, pertaining to the subject.

Berbara Figge made the motion that her three "Proposed Constitute
fonal Amendments" to the Region 23 By-Lauw's be printed in the
Fall Newsletter, for the consideration of the membership. Other
emendments or suggestions to be asked for, with replies to be sent
to the R.V.P. in time to be printed in the Spring Newsletter. At
that time, there would be further consideration, and in the fall
of '85 we will vote on these, either to accept of reject, or on
any other eamandements that are proposed.

The mqotion was seconded, voted on, and passed.
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Valerie white asked how we could obtain a parlisman
Region. The Chalr suggested the will of the members coulg he
carried out by continued use of Rabert's Rule of Order,

with no other New Business, The

Chair made a couple af
ments pertaining to the

RIS Board Meetings in Seattle,

One concernea the problem some regions are having with their
Youth Section, at their shows. Several R.V.P's stated that the
Youth Section was grossly mistreated. Parents were growing irig
then giving specimens to their children to enter in the shouws,
8nd winning awards. One R.V.P. stated, "I can't understang a
parent teaching & child how to cheat S0 young."™ Ng conclusion
was reached as to how to discoursge this pratice, which {s he-
coming more widespread, It was also noted that the Best Speci-
men of the Youth Section is eligible for Queen of

Show, unless
of course the specimen is a bulbous iris, collection, or an
English Box.

annaunceg-

Secondly the AIS Board voted that they would all
July 1, for certain AIS Section
for the new Jucqes Handbook.
coming, Ron Mullin would desig
chapters, and get the Judges H
possible tims.
available.

Ow only unti]
s to get their new chapters {n
If these chapters were not forth
nate someone else to go those
andbook printed at the earliest
Hopefully by the first of 1985 they will be

Howerd reminded everone to vote their
repeated a request for news art
Fall Newsletter.

Symposium Ballot, ang
icles and or pictures for the

Floyd Stopani extended an invitat
Iris Socisty to host the Regional
Las Cruces, The invitation,

ion from the Mesilla Valley
Convention, Fall of 1589, {n
was happily accepted.

A motion was made to be dismissed - all was in favor. Howsrd

declared the meeting adjourned, to be reconvened naxt year {n
Las Cruces, a date to be later specified.

Respectfully Submittad

Irens Shockey, Secretary
Region 23 - AalS
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tarian for the

REGION 23 AFFILIATES

President

——— .

Bill Coursey

4100 Blue Ridge Pl,, N.E,
Rlbuquerque, N.M, 87111
505: 299-30%0

Jim Mahaoney

704 Jeffersan, N.E.
ARlbuquerque, N.M, 87110
505: 256-94L54

Thelma Lowery

900 E. Greenacres
Hobbs, N.M, 88240
505: 397-16u4

Maxine Perkins

Box 494

Mesilla Fark, N.M, 88047
505: 524t-1529

Julian Wells

P 0 Box 227

Cerrillos, N.M, 87010
S05: 473-0u34

Erabelle Eiffert

2801 N. Montana
Rosuwell, N.M, 88201
505: 2-0612

Barbara Mann
32 Lucero, Eldorado
Santa fe, N.M. 87505

ALBUQUERQUE ARIL SCCIETY

ALBUQUERQUE IRIS GUILD

LEA COUNTY IRIS SOCIETY

MESILLA VALLEY IRIS SOCIETY

NEw MEXICO IRIS SOCIETY

ROSWELL IRIS SOCIETY

SANTA FE IRIS SOCIETY

)
Join the American
Iris Society!

3
r p§ T
“‘ : ¢ Single annual membership - $9.50
‘ triennial - $23.75
¢ Quarterly lllusirated builetins
e Send dues to A.l.S. Membership:
Mrs R V Ramsey

6518 Beachy Ave
L Wichita KS 67206 -

.



