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RVF MESSAGE SELECTING OUR NEw RLGIDWAL OFF ICERS
—

the immediste upcoming election will getermine our Nominating Committae
for the naxt three years, which shall present a slate of proposed New

“reglonel officers to the RUP by June 1, 1986. Elected officers are:

Regionnl Vice Fresioent; Assiatant Regional Vice President; Secretsry;
and Treasurer. Cendidetes for any office must have sxpressed prior will-
ingness to serve in that office, if aelected.

The Nominating Committee i& charged to euhere to AlS policy (steted below)
in it's selection of not only the proposed new RUF, tut also in the selecil-
fon of the proposed Assistant RUP, who would sssuma thue position of RUF
should & vacancy occur in that office. Any such assumption of office

would be subject to the spproval of the AIS Bosro of Directors. In Region
23, both the Treasurer and RUP are presently authorized to sign checks for
the region--not as dusl co-signetures, but rather as “"either/or”". By
continuing this practicae, our regional funds would not be locked up should
pomething happen to the Treasurer. Although not mandatory, it is obviously
desirable to select a proposed Treasurer who lives in relatively cloess
proximity to the proposed RVP, if possible.

AIS policy is that a new RUP should be a gualifiec duly accreociteo AlS
Garden Judge or higner, since hae/she will be in charge of judges training
for the region., AIS spprentice judges may be considered anly if there is
no qualified duly accreoited AIS Garden Judge or higher willing to serve
as the new RUP or Assistant RUP. This policy also insures that canoidstes
for RUP have a certain tenure of AIS memhership, ano thus are genaerally
more familiar with the workings and policies of the AIS than persons of
short term A]S membership.

All RUP's are expected to sttend AIS natiaonal conventions. An RUF auto-
matically becomes a member of the AIS Board of Counselors which meets at
each national convention to discuss regional problems and questions, soma
of which ere then presented ta the AlS Board of Directors faor it's infor-
mation snd consideration. All RVF'a slso meet jointly with the RIS Judges
Training Chalrmen, ano shoulo also ettend the AIS Board of Directors meet-
ings. All of the above occur before the welcome dinngr and beginning of
iris tours, so very little of the real fun is missed.

esescassssHOWBTG

AIS CONVENTION----SAN J0DSE

The San Jose convention this spring promises to be a real treat! uWwhere
else can one visit the garaoens of 8o many renown hybridizers all in the
seme "puckane"”? A number of Dykes Medal winners have originatec in these
same gardens, and coubtless, more will evolve from them, No one tops
Region l4's hospitalityl--this you cen only appreciate through experiencing
it. Detslls may be found in your January AIS Bulletin,



NOMINATING COMMITTEL

SHOWT IME--1986
All seven Reglon 23 Affiliates timely submitted candiostes for election
to the Nominating Committee, as follows:
ALBLJUERTUE IRIS GUILD ARlbuouerque Garden Center ey 17 ¢ 18 Albuquergua Aril Soclety.........lrene Shockey
LER COUNTY IRIS SOCIETY Brosdmoor Mall (medians) April s Albuquaerque Iris Guild...........Susen Latimer
: Lea County Iris Soclety..........HBi1)1 Brown
Broadmoor Mall (18) April 22
Mesille valley Irie Soclety......fFloyd Stogani
MESILLA VALLEY IRIS SOCIETY Mesills Velley Msll Rpril 19 g 2p New Mexico Iris Soclety..........Barbara Figge
NEW MEXICO IRIS SOCIETY Albuguerque Gerden Center May 10 ¢ 11 Roswell Iris Soclety.............Dr. Cecil Eiffart
Senta Fe Iris Soclety............Margaret Johnson
ROSWELL IRIS SOCIETY Roswell Inn Gellery May &

Below is your official ballot. Per Reglon 23 By Laws, ballots must be
returnead to the RUF prior to April 5, 1986 to be valid. The five can-
diogates receiving the largest number of votes will serve as the Nom-
inating Committes. The candidate receiving the greatest number of
votes will act as Chairman,
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SEFTEMBER AT HOBBS

BALLOT FOR REGION 23

Dates for our 1986 Region 23 Convention will be Sept. 13 and 14, 1986, end
will be helc at the Hobbs Motor Inn (formerly Ramada Inn). Chairman Davic
Hooten reports there will be at least one judges treining session. Let's
ell try to sttend, end get to know one snother better. We can expect 8 X
very informative snd fun timel ODeteils with registration forms will be Note: Do Aot vote For More Than Five Caraldates. VALID FOR vaOTE(Ss:
mailed eround Aug. 1 by the host Les Courty Iris Society. Mark your calendar!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Bill Brown.....iveiienenennns
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Or. Cecil ELfferteeeeeceneesns
Barbars FigQ@..ceseccevcsaacsnsse

Margaret JoONNSON...eeeensssoes

Susan Latimer....cceeevecncsoes

REGION 23--FINANCIAL REFDART Irene SNACkeY....oovunsanese ces

Floyo Stopani...ceceeeesecssses

Region 23 Fund Balances ms of March 1, 1986 are unchenged from those re- ssvscecs
ported in the Fall 1985 Neuwsletter,
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CONGRATULATIONS

8i1] Brown of Mobbs and Lucille Mshoney of Albuquerque have been ®pEointeq
as new AI5 Garden Judges. Both complated their apprentice training raqyype.
ments in one yesr. (This is getting to be s habitl---nice goingl) !

New Reglon 23 Apprentice Judges sre: Sersh Doonan of Altuquerque; Donng
Hooten of Hobbs; and Helen Stopani of Chaparral.
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This space was reserved for your short article.

WHA' HAPPEN??

NEXT YEAR, I'LL TRY THIS....ovvenunnnn. 00PS!

How often have you read an srticle containing informetion which you -
thought wes very useful, and then filed it, ssying to yourself "next

yeer, 1 must be sure to try this", and than completely forget sbout 1t7
This hes happened to me more times than I care to admit. The following
article is reprinted from the AIS October 1980 Bulletin, snd may be of
interest to members who have joined AIS since that dete, and to other
members who mey have "filed" this information.
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wOOD ASH—A TRACE ELEMENT BONANZA!

O. M. Otte, PA
O. M. “Morrie” Otte 1> both a chemical engineer and the talented Editor of
the Region 3 Newsletter, where this article appeared in Spring, 1980, We
thank him for sharing this impressive mformahon with AIS members,

The most common question regarding proper and complete fertiliza-
tion of irises (or other plants) that follows a soil management discussion is
—"How do I determine whether my garden is deficient in the micro or
trace mineral nutrients?” And if these trace nutrients are lacking, “How
can | overcome some of these vital soil requirements?”

Without extensive and very expensive soil analysis that probes far
beyond the typical commercial laboratory “soil test”, the average iris
grower is economically excluded from the solutions to his trace nutrient
questions or soil deficiency problems.

Cheer up! There is an excellent source of most micro nutrient or trace
mineral nutrients readily available to any iris grower willing to exert a
minimum amount of effort (usually at no expense) in locating a generous
and continuous source of supply.

What is this mysterious and magical free source of such sought after
and essential soil ingredient? Are you ready? WOOD ASHI

My parents were avid gardeners, and from my earliest experiences
resulting from my parents encouraging me “to have my very own
garden”, | was taught the value of wood ash in encouraging both flowers
and vegetables to produce a better yield. So for over forty years | have
been using wood ash successfully on everything I grew. It worked! |
never completely knew why, and even today, | still intend to continue
searching for additional information and sources of these little discussed,
but vital, nutrients.

After | used wood ash on my tall bearded iris beds, it was apparent that
those iris plants that got a “dose” of wood ash outperformed the clumps
that missed out, simply because my supply of wood ash was limited.
Without exception every color classification iris show ribbon I ever
won was from one of my wood ash treated iris plants!

Wood ash has served me well. My neighbor has a fireplace and also a
wood burning stove in his basement family room. At my urging he has
applied his wood ash on parts of his vegetable garden (he isn't a flower
grower), and it shows a dramatic vegetable crop increase in the sections

of his garden where only wood ash has been applied. Let's discuss these
“secret ingredients”.



Have you ever noticed as you strolled through the woods that the
violet plants are larger, the blooms are taller and more protuse, and the
bloom color is more intense when this particular wild violet plant is
growing nearby to where some hiker or camper had built a wood fire a
year or two ago? The other violet plants are growing in so-called “rich
woods dirt”. You may have noticed these same superior violet plant
characteristics occur in a plant growing in the residue of a completely
rotted fallen tree or tree stump that may have died 25 or more years ago.

What accounts for this vast time differential, when it is obvious that
wood in some way was somehow the source of the superior growth
characteristics noted in each of the violet plants discussed?

The answer, of course, is by burning or combustion of the wood,
organic materials are rapidly (minutes-hours) converted to the residual
mineral ash solids and to the large volume of volatile liquids and gases
that escape as wood smoke. Complete or efficient combustion converts
complex organo-mineral compounds into metallic oxide solids that are
usually relatively soluble in water and, therefore, are readily available to
the plant. These wood ash solids or metal oxides are highly-extremely
alkaline, pH-9.5, and readily react with acidic soil ingredients (if present)
to perform the equivalent soil nutrilization accomplished by ground
limestone, lime, or other alkali agent application.

Iris growers in the Southwest can still benefit from applying wood ash
to gain the micro mineral nutrients, but they must take note of the addi-
tional wood ash alkalinity effects on their already over-alkaline soils.
Acidic commercial fertilizers tailored to soil testing recommendations of-
fer the southwestern iris grower the simplest and most profitable solution
to excessive alkalinity. | have gardened in the Eastern, Great Lakes,
Midwestern, High Plains, Rocky Mountain, and Southwestern U.S., and
wood ash has provided me superior plant growth wherever | have used
it.

Superior growth from wood ash you say? Now where am [, a city
dweller, going to find a source of wood ash? What kind of nonsense is
this?

The US. Dept. of Energy has projected 9 million wood burning stoves
and furnaces to be in use throughout the US. by the end of calendar
19801 In addition, there are wood burning fireplaces (current census ques-
tion), Bar-B-Q pits, charcoal grills, and in the Southwest, the hickory
smoked rib restaurants. In some areas of the United States, home in-
cinerators are still legal, and these provide ash from wood, paper egg-
shells, bones, and other household garbage. With a minimum effort any

conscientious iris grower can locate a ready source of wood ash close by
to his home or iris garden. Check the want ads for firewood sellers, and
follow up on their best local customers.

If you find you have a choice, you should choose dry wood ash from
the most efficient wood burning source available. This will avoid apply-
ing higher percentages of charcoal or other unburned organic materials
that in effect dilute the applied mineral content. Wood ash sources listed
in the order of decreasing mineral content are: (1) Wood burning fur-
naces, (2) Wood burning stoves or space heaters, (3) Commercial Bar-B-Q
pits (4) Wood burning fireplaces or public park picnic grills, (5) Home in-
cinerators, (6) Charcoal grills. This list is not meant to be all inclusive, nor
are the listings necessarily exact in every case since the real criteria of
wood ash quality is the actual wood burning efficiency of the burner.
Cold, dry wood ash can be transported and stored in easily carried small,
metal garbage cans or heavy walled plastic bags.

O.K., now you feel like “Little Polly Flanders Playing In The Cinders”.
You have a bucket of wood ash. What have you acquired that is
unavailable in commercial fertilizer? Let’s see if we can discuss it and
work it out to sensible conclusions together.

SOURCE OF ANALYSIS DATA

First of all, we will be discussing an Emission Spectrograph Analysis of
typical wood ash that was removed from my own high efficiency wood
burning furnace. The actual analysis work was done at a multi-million
dollar laboratory by one of my scientific associates (an iris growing
friend) using very sophisticated laboratory equipment and techniques.
Hopefully, additional iris grower-oriented information will become
available from several other planned future soil conditioning investiga-
tions. Regardless, let's move on with the discussion of wood ash.

In order to emphasize the benefits of applying wood ash obtained

from a local fire wood source, we better follow the life history of our
discussion sample of wood ash used in this analysis.

SOURCE AND LIFE HISTORY OF THE WOOD ASH SAMPLE

Wild cherry wood salvaged from the tree tops of commercial logging
operations was the furnace fuel from which our wood ash sample
originated. The tree growth rings easily counted in the stump indicated
about 60 years of regular, healthy growth in our specimen tree that grew
in a mixed timber stand of oaks, ash, maple, hickory, and scattered
specimens of many other native Pennsylvania trees.
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The tact that the wood obtained trom our cherry tree grew in an oak
environment 1s important in this sample discussion since oak leayes
create a very acid soil condition with acids strong enough to break down
the existing rocks, shale. and red clay soil in which our western Penp.
sylvania wood source grew. In other words, our wood ash sample
benetitted from the highly acidic growth conditions created by the oak
trees that actually permutted the valuable trace minerals to be released
from both the soil and the subsail (in a water soluble form) to become
available through the root system of our healthy 00-year old prime
timber cherry tree.

We stress a healthy 60-year old tree since thus excellent timber quality
tree was obviously getting all of the required soil nutrients to maintain its
rapid, massive, regular growth throughout its long life.

It our tree age estimate of 60 years is fairly accurate (the center heart-
wood rings were not counted), our water soluble supply of trace ele-
ment nutrients becomes more understandable and further emphasizes the
real high-dollar value of wood ash as a concentrated easily applied source
of almost all of the known, required plant growth nutrients and par-
ticularly the micro mineral or trace elements.

We emphasized a local source of wood ash. An Oklahoma or Califor-
nia ins grower will hardly seek a Pennsylvania source of wood ash.
However, as another example, mature, healthy trees from a specific
Oklahoma area would be acclimated to the local soil, moisture, and en-
vironmental conditions of its particular Oklahoma growing location. Fire
wood from this Oklahoma tree would provide in the resulting wood ash
a concentrated source of the trace mineral elements required for healthy.
vigorous ins plant growth in that same specific geographical section ot
Oklahoma. Please remember that we are dealing with the minor (ex-
cluding the major fertilizer nutrients nitrogen, phosphorous, and potash)
or trace minerals grower’s garden. YOUR local source wood ash that was
derived from local healthy mature trees should provide you with an am-
ple supply of the majonity of all trace mineral nutrients required for you
to realize healthier, more vigorous iris growth. Wood ash from weak,
diseased trees may be partially deficient.

Remember, wood ash from healthy, mature, full-size trees (regardless
of tree variety) that grew near to (as close as possible) your iris bed will
match your iris bed requirements as closely as nature can manage. The
real clincher is simply thus: “For a reasonable price you can't get anything
better.” “Free” wood ash (discounting minimal time, travel, and effort)
certainly carries the right price.

T e —

All plants and trees do not have the same exact trace mineral re
quirements or retention ability. Wood ash s such a rnich. concentrated
trace element source that your ins can accept whatever they require and
reject the unneeded materials or surplus through their root system pro-
viding you do not kill your plants with the intended kindness of over ap-
plication. As with any fertilizer, good judgment must prevail

My personal wood ash use experience has been very good with iris
and other plants when a one-quarter inch thick layer of dry, powdery
wood ash 1s applied on the soil surface at least two inches away from
the plant stems or from the exposed portion of the iris rhizomes.
Wood ash applied as described above is usually dissolved by rain and
disappears (except for the charcoal or unburned wood) within a month or
two of application by which hime | have usually repeated with another
apphication as described provided | have the required amount of wood
ash 1 suggest that it your supply of wood ash is limited, you should
preterentially treat your pink, red, orange, dark blue, or purple iris
varieties first. More on blossom color effects later

It you grow irs on “faith” and have applied wood ash as just recom-
mended, what have you just done? What happened to the promised
sophisticated analysis datal What kind of potential plant benefits
together with wood ash ingredients? Why not buy and apply the com-
mercial fertilizers as recommended by the typical soil testing techniques
since the report was written to cover my iris bed?

First and toremost, you should “Feed the soil, not the plant”. Consider
“soil testing recommendations” as assuring a typical basic “balanced diet”
provided that the report recommendations are thoroughly understood
and tollowed while using good common sense. Trace element feedings,
including the micro nutrient content of wood ash applications, can be
considered as “diet supplements” or as “plant vitamin and mineral pep
plls”.

Example: A mature oak, maple, cherry, or black walnut tree
evaporates 1,000 gals. of water a day when in full leat (May 15 to Oct. 15
or 153 days per summer in this western Pa. location) If we ignore all bare
tree (no leaves) evaporation, use 7 pounds (low) as the weight of a gallon
ot water, 150 full-leat days per summer, and use only the last 25 summers
of tree growth (totally ignoring the tirst 35 years of water requirements is
very conservative), we end up with an astounding estimated number of
pounds of water required during the estimated lite of this specimen tree:
1.000 gals rday x 7 Ibs /gal x 150 days/summer x 25 summers of mature
size evaporation = 26 million plus pounds of root absorbed water
even by our most conservative calculation assumptions.
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Now then, if a trace mineral nutnent was present in the growth areq
soil moisture at the lowest measured concentration of only one part by
weight in a million parts, then the tree in our example had a tora]
lifetime root system absorption ot 26 POUNDS of this chemically pure
rare nutrient (1 PPM) to use. convert. store, or discard by discharging the
unneeded excess through the roots i order to maintain its healthy 60
years of regular, rapid growth

Now then, here are the wood ash analysis results:

ACTUAL ANALYSIS OF WOOD ASH:

Sample—as received (typical furnace ash)
pH-9.5—extremely alkaline

Ash—Weight Percent 81.59*
Volatiles & combustibles— Weight Percent 1841°*
Sample—Weight Percent 100.00

*“Removed by holding the as-received furnace ash at 1,000°F. in an
oxygen rich atmosphere for 24 hrs. This material is extracted due to
the temperature and complete combustion and passes oft in gaseous
form.

*This laboratory ash analysis procedure requires preparation of a
pure ash sample material (listed as Ash®) for use in the Emission
Spectrograph.

This Ash* provided the following data:
EMMISSION SPECTROGRAPHIC DATA ON CHERRY WOOD ASH

Metal or Chemist's  Weight Parts per Nutrient

Element Symbol  Percent Milion ~ Classification

Aluminum Al 6.0N — Unknown

Barum Ba - 1.000 Unknown

Boron B - 300 Micro

Calcium Ca 10.0 — High

Chromium Cr - 600 Unknown

Cobalt Co - Under 100 Micro (certain
specific groups of
plants)

Copper Cu - 40 Micro

Iron Fe 20 Micro

Lead Pb Under 100 Micro

Magnesium Mg 20 - High

Manganese Mn 10 - Micro

v—_———_' B w:

EMMISSION SPECTROGRAPHIC DATA Cont'd.

Metal or Chemist's  Weight Parts per Nutrient
Element  Symbol  Percent  Million __Classification
Molybdenum Mo - 1 Detectable onl
above 10 P
Nickel Ni — 400 Unknown
Potassium K 29 — Massive
Silicon Si 25.0# - Unknown
Sodium Na 09 - Unknown
Strontium Sr 0.2 - Unknown
Titanium Ti 1.0 — Unknown
Uranium ] - Under 100 Unknown
Vanadium \" — Under 100 Unknown
Zirconium Zr - 100-1,000 Unknown

Conversion Factor: 1% by weight equals 10,000 PPM
#Very high-attributed to dirt (clay) on bark surfaces of field cut,
dragged, unsplit cherry wood fuel.

The “essential” elements currently recognized by the scientific world
as vital to plant growth are listed and defined below in categories of
descending quantitative requirements. Neither quantity nor position in
these tables indicates any plant requirement preference or priority.
EACH ELEMENT LISTED IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT FOR ALL
PLANT GROWTH AND EACH AND EVERY LISTED ELEMENT IS
CATEGORIZED AS ESSENTIAL.

ESSENTIAL ELEMENT REQUIREMENT CLASSIFICATIONS

Unlimited—Sources: Air and Water
Elements: Hydrogen (H) Carbon (C) Oxygen (O)
Massive—Sources: Soil, Fertilizers (usually highest tonnage per acre)
Elements: Nitrogen (N) Phosphorus (P) Potassium (K) or Potash
High—Sources: Soil, Dolomitic Limestone (provides Calcium and 13%
Magnesium), Organic Sulfur (usually less tonnage per
acre than the Massive Category)
Elements: Calcium (Ca) Magnesium (Mg)  Sulfur (S)
Trace or Micro—Sources: Soil, WOOD ASH (ounces per sq. ft.)
Elements: Boron (B) Chlorine (Cl) Cobalt (Co) Copper (Cu)
Iron (Fe) Manganese (Mn) Molybdenum (Mo) Zinc (Zn)
Unknown—Science has not determined that any of these mineral
elements are essential. However, these scientists forgot to
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tell this cherry tree, and the tree alone deaded these
‘unknowns” were worth retaiming. For all “unknowns'’
listed the sole known source was wood ash from typical
dirty wood.

Unknowns will vary with geological rock structure; soil age
type, source, and previous conditioning and usage: en
vironmental intluences (volcanoes, glaciers, water source
and drainage); and last, but not least, mankind's industnial
contamuination.

Studying the chart, you will note that no matter how hard | tout wood
ash, some essential nutrients are totally absent, and the elements are not
included in this emission spectrograph data. How do | account for this,
and it the analysis is so darn accurate—why didn't this tree die long agol

My wood buming furnace combustion temperatures and the
laboratory ashing technique required for the Ash® preparation would
have volatilized the phosphorous, sulfur, chlorine, fluorine, and zinc
ongnally contained in the unburned wood.

Only one micro nutrient that is recognized as essential to healthy plant
growth showed up as unaccounted ftor or missing (less than 10 PPM) in
our sample, namely, Molybdenum, symbol Mo. Since the amount re-
quired is known to be very low, it is possible that the tree had all the
molybdenum it required, and that the amount fell under the instrument’s
accurate measuring range of greater than 10 PPM. Under 10 PPM data
would not be reported because of this known instrument limitation.

All in all, our wood ash application could be considered as a health in-
surance policy (trace elements) on a plant that is already well protected
by sufficient typical life insurance coverage (commercial fertilizer-
nitrogen-phosphorus-potash).

Fringe benefits may accrue to the user of wood ash in blossom color
tones, light reflectivity, fluorescent color range, color intensity, color
range, and resistance of the flower to be subject to sun fading. All this is
subject to debate and to intense future research projects needed to

establish the exact blossom color contributors and chemical re-
quirements.

Elements Predominant Chemical Salt Color

Iron Colors some flowers pink (white
hydrangeas turn pink with application of
iron sulfate. Pink is red added to white).

Chromium Salts are yellow-orange.

1c

Elements Predominant Chemical Salt Color
Copper Salts are green-blue (blue hydrangeas
result from copper sulfate treatment).
Manganese Simple salts are pink while some
manganese complexes are deep purple.
Nickel Salts are green.

All colors listed above are for sunlight. Other metals and mixed metal
salts can produce a full spectrum of colors in sunlight. These salts in solu-
tion in plant blossom cells will affect color, but the exact effect of a given
amount of a given salt or compound has yet to be scientifically determin-
ed. Still, an old, white, washed-out rose turned to an attractive medium
pink with no care other than with regular wood ash applications in my
yard. Similar results occurred on a second identical bush following
chelated iron applications made by my neighbor’s wife in Denver. (Soil in
Denver is iron deficient).

Several knowledgable iris growers (one garden judge) vowed that one
of my pink ins varieties was mislabeled because the pink blossom color
was “too intense” compared to the other blooming specimens of this
same iris variety seen in the Pittsburgh area. At the time, | was more in-
terested in winning show ribbons than in disclosing any growing secrets,
s0 | made no comments. (Do you believe that?) Additionally, | had no
data on hand at that time to correlate flower success, micro nutrient con-
tent, and rhizome increase rates to wood ash application. Two years of
added, fairly successful iris growing experience plus the analysis data |
have presented in this article further confirm my zeal for wood ash.

SUMMARY

Applications of wood ash can be a real pep-tonic for “soil sick” iris
plants. If your irises didn’t need it, there is no harm done, but if those iris
plants did need micro nutrients—well, then, the results can be spec-
tacular and oh, so rewarding!

Do you really think that you'll feel guilty asking some wood burner

. for his wood ashes? Then Buy ‘Eml Pay off the donor with a 1980 A.LS.

Membershipl
Author's Note: After reading this wood ash article, my proof reader
asked:

Question: Why can't | count on obtaining the required trace elements
being available in the commercial fertilizer | use on my iris instead of us-
ing wood ash?
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My unswer: Commercial fertilizers may contain one or many of these
trace elements, but rarely will a fertiizer producer list the included trace
element content, if any, on his commercial fertizer packages. Federal
restrictions are so severe on advertising claims that the producer ignores
even the known trace element claims that he could make since that
would require a constant and guaranteed percentage of content in all
batches and from all plant sources. To comply with Federal labeling laws
the casts of testing and blending would overshadow the anticipated addi-
honal revenue that a manufacturer could anticipate by offering a
bonafide “complete plant growth fertilizer” even when considering a
“premium content” price.

When considering the high value of essential trace elements, wood ash
becomes equally valuable pound per pound with high quality commer-
cal fertilizers.

After this discussion, my proof reader stated this information was
critical and should be inserted in the article

(Momne Otie’s pastscript in the Region 3 BULLETIN reflected his sense of humor)
.1 WOOD ASH EVERY POSSIBLE PROSPECT TO JOINTHE ALLS. ..

The following page of interest is teaken from Region &4's Januery, 193€
Newscast. Region L i{s comgrised of Maryland, virginia, west virginia,
Nortn Carolina, and The District of Columbis.
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A PHOTOGRAPHING HINT

In his most interesting book, GROWING
IRISES (Kangaroo Press, 1984), Graeme
Grosvenor gives the following hint on
photographing blue irises: "Most difficulty
in obtaining true colour reproduction is
experienced with the blue iris. Use of a
variety of different colour films and filters
did not help me but success came eventually
by taking the photographs early in the
morning with the use of electronic flash.
Even the rich cornflower-blue of the
Louisiana iris ’'Clyde Redmond’ was faithfully
reproduced this way."” Judging by the many
superb color photographs in Mr. Grosvenor'’s
book, one could easily conclude that he knows
vhat he is writing about!!!!

232222222222 222222222222 2222222222222 22223222}

FIVE IRISARIAN LAWS

Law Number One: A typical iris blooa season
wvas experienced in 1923. There has been no
typical year since that time.

Lawv Number Two: You can predict a rainstora
with 97% accuracy by checking when the next
iris show is scheduled and predicting it will
rain the preceeding day.

Law Number Three: Irises and weeds are
companion plants and should be grown
together. (Hany people refuse to believe
this law, but end up practicing it anyway).

Law Number Four: The more you pay for an iris
the more likely it is to die.

Law Number Five: There are three types of
iris growers: 1) the “normal” gardener, 2)
the iris nut, and 3) you. (You kid yourself,
my friend!)
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PLACE:
TIXE,

JUDGES TRAINING SCHOCL
Presented by the NEW MEXICO IRIS SOCIETY
(An Affillate of the American Irim Soclety)

TE: May 25, 1986

Rancho de la Plor de Lis, Cerrillos, New Mexico
21004 p.u.

CREDIT+ ) nours creait will be glven for sttending the 2 1/2 hour echool ang re-
turning tha completad exas to the R,

TCPICS: Pirest Nour

INSTRUCTION.

Ganrden Judging with emphasis on point scoring and
beginning with seedlings.

Second Nour: Exhibition Judging with emphasis on as many different

varieties as avallable.

fraining Chairman: Robert D. Steele, G, Pormer RVP, RJTC
Frank Kalich, M
¥re. James Yocum M
Nrs Walter C. White, G
Mrs. Robert D. Steele, O
Instructors will, in order, treat the following:

connl instruction, tips on garden judging., seedlings.
Arile

Medians

Arilbreds

Tall Bearded

After instruction, Judges will divide into panels of three
and judge at least one clump of seedlings and as many
others as time raits.
After a break, truction and sazple judging of exhibite
will begin.
There will be hand-outs covering: The irls plant, with
emphasis on the different parts, good traite and bad
Approaching point scoring
in the garden with a garden check list
Exhibition judging with
emphasis on how its technique differs from that of
rden ju

Py 6%
Thers may be a nomi charge to help defray costs of printing and
refreshaents.

P I T I T T T L L
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Yes, I will attend the Judges Training School presented by MMIS.

Deadline for resurning this registration is May lst, 1986.

Return to:

¥r. Robert D. Steele
J920 Clinton Boulevard, SW
Albuquerque, Mt 87105

L . T D L L

Judges are urged to read their new Handbook or the topics to be covered
before coming to the school.

[OERERmRERELL

ALBUQUERQUE ARIL SOCIETY

ALBUQUERQUE IRIS GUILD

LEA COUNTY IRIS SOCIETY

MESILLA VALLEY IRIS SOCIETY

NEw MEXICO IRIS SOCIETY

ROSWELL IRIS SOCIETY

SANTA FE IRIS SOCIETY

REGION 23 AFFILIATES

President

8111 Coursey

L100 Blue [idge Fl., N.E.
Rlbuguerque, N.M, 87111
505: 299-3050

8111 Coursey
4100 Blue Ridge F1,, ".E.
Albuquergue, N.M, 87111
505: 239-3350

Oouglas W. Goodnight
1005 Gamblin Ln,
Hobbs, N.M, 882u0

Maxine Perkins
Box LI94

Mesilla Fark, N.M,
505: 52L-1529

Julian wells

P 0 Box 227
Cerrillos, N.M,
505: L73-0434

88047

87010

Mrs, kelth Slegfreid
2503 S. Baylor Orive
Roswell, N.M, 88201

Margaret R, Jomnsan
555 Armenta 5t.
Santa Fe, N.M,
505: 9683-8332

87501

Join the American )
Iris Society!

¢ Single annual membership - $9.50
triennial - $23.75
* Quarterly lllustrated bulletine
¢ Send dues to A.L.S. Membership:
Mrs R V Ramsey
6518 Beachy Ave
Wichita KS 67208 Yy,




